
Phase I Survey 
Contaminant Survey Checklist 

This Phase I Survey has been prepared on behalf of the Potter Valley Tribe for incorporation into a fee to trust application. This 
property onsists of three parcels: AP# 171-200-13 171-200-15, 171-210-12. The parcel is owned in fee by the Potter Valley 
Tribe, in Mendocino County, California. 

INSTRUCTIONS: Check for each category. Explain briefly where something other than "No," "None," or "Not Applicable" is 
checked. Discuss whether a Level II or III Survey will be recommended. Describe the distance if nearby is checked and whether 
there is a known potential pathway for contamination on site. Attach a legal description of the real estate property covered by 
this Survey. 

A. Background Information 

Bureau Name: 	BIA - Pacific Regional Office 

Responsible Entity: POTTER VALLEY TRIBE 

Site Name: 	Eel River Property - ER 14 

County 
	 Mendocino 	 State 	California 

Date(s) of Survey 	4/19/2019 	Legal Description 	SE Section 29;Tl8 North, R1l West 
AP# 171-200-13 171-200-15,171-210-12 Lat39°22'N, Long -123°05'W 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: the following described property in the Unincorporated Area of Potter Valley, County of Mendocino, State of 
California: 

17200 Eel River Road, 5 miles north of the town of Potter Valley. Elevation ranges from 1495 to 1535 ft 
msl. The legal description is: within the southeast portion of Section 29, Township 1 8N, Range 11W with 
coordinates: 39° 22' N, -123° 05' W. 

Narrative - Page 3 

B. Site Inspection Screen: On-site and nearby 	 ONSITE 	NEARBY 	NONE 

1. Dumps, especially with drums, containers (Read labels if 
possible; do not open or handle! If no labels, note 
identifying characteristics)   X 

2. Other debris: household, farm, industrial waste 	 X 

3. Fills: possible cover for dumps   X 

4. Storage tanks: petroleum products pesticides, etc X 

5. Structures—evidence of asbestos sprayed fire proofing, x 
acoustical plaster, and other asbestos-containing materials  

6. Lead-based paint on proposed demolition structure X 

7. Vegetation different from surrounding for no apparent x 
reason, e.g. bare ground 

8. "Sterile" or modified water bodies   X 

9. Oil seeps, stained ground, discolored stream banks X 

10. Oil slicks on water, unusual colors on water X 

11. Spray operation base: air strip, equipment parking area   X 

12. Machinery repair areas: (formerly; 1500 feet to the west)  X 

13. Pipeline or major electrical equipment   X 
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14. Oiled or formerly oiled roads  	X 

15. Electric transmission lines: pole or pad mounted transformers 
which show evidence of leakage  	X 

16. Other (see narrative, page 3) 	 X 

Record Searches (Coordinate with Realty, title search, others as appropriate.) 

NA 	YES 	NO 

17. Past uses which might indicate potential problems of site 
(CIRCLE any that are applicable.) Manufacturing, service 
stations, dry cleaning, air strip, pipelines, rail lines, 
facilities with large electrical transformers or pumping 
equipment, petroleum production, landfills, scrap metal, 
auto, or battery recycling, military, labs, wood preserving. 
Other, describe: Former lumber mill & storage area (see 
narrative 	X 

18. Nearby land uses, especially upstream or upgradient, or that 
might have had waste to dump at site (see list under Past 
Uses)  

Identify: 	North - Eel River 	West - Former mill site 

South - County road East - Dirt road & forest   X 

19. Known contaminant sites in vicinity: NPL, state sites, 
candidate sites (See summary of records search: EDR, 2006)  X  

20. Interviews on past use: owners, neighbors, County agents 
and any appropriate Federal authorities: Problems?   X 

21. Agricultural drainage history: surface, subsurface drains   X 

22. In acquiring land from another Federal agency, that agency 
has notified the RE of the past or current presence of a 
hazardous substance under section 120(h) of CERCLA 
(Superfund). 	 X 

23. Has a non-Federal entity identified any hazardous materials 
problems on or near the site surveyed?  X  

24. A Level II study is recommended.   X 

25. A Level III study is recommended.   X 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION - ATTACKED, FOLLOWING THIS PAGE 

Attachment A. 	Consultant's Phase 1 report and/or narrative description of the parcel and any 
contamination sites, justification for the certification, aerial and ground parcel 
site color photographic prints, and maps illustrating potential contamination site 
locations thereof, etc. 

Attachment B. 	Aerial photograph and dates taken, if applicable 

Attachment C. 	Parcel site color photographs and date taken: 

Attachment D. 	Map(s) showing potential contamination sites, if applicable. 
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Potential Limits on Federal Liability 

1. BIA-CCA has certified that contaminants are not present on the 
site and/or agreed to assume full liability for any 
contamination which does exist. 	 Yes 

CCA/EQS performed this assessment and has revealed no 
evidence of recognized environmental conditions in connection 
with the subject site. 	 Yes 

2. An individual or non-Federal entity has certified that 
contaminants are not present on the site. 

Yes 

F. A Level II study is recommended. 	 Yes 

No 

No 

X No 

No 	X 

Deny Dudzik, M.S. 
Persons Conducting Survey 

Signature: 

Date 	April 22, 2019 

Attachment A - Field Observations - April 19,2019 

On Friday, 4/19/19 we visited the site, driving and walking around the entire property. The parcel is 14.7 
acres in a rural setting; along the south bank of the main stem Eel River; 5.1 miles from the town of 
Potter Valley. The entrance is via a gravel drive from County Road 240 - Eel River Road. The property 
is a triangle bordered by the county road on the east, an open field/gravel operation on the west, the Eel 
River/Van Arsdale Reservoir on the north, with the Eel River Bridge in the northeast corner. There once 
were 4 houses on the property; these were removed in the 1980s. There is one septic tank, which has 
been filled, and one active septic permit for the site. 

The are two wells; 19-foot deep (lower well) and a newer 71-foot deep (upper well) located higher and 
to the south. The lower well is about 200 feet south of the river; the upper well is about 250 feet 
northwest of the entrance to the property. Depth to water (4/19/19) was 4 feet (lower well) and 6 feet 
(upper well). There are 2 water tanks: in the southwest corner of the property, and in the mid-western 
portion. There is a new (2017) power service, panel, and pump that serves the lower well near the river. 
An irrigation system that appears to need repairs, provides water to 25± trees (redwood, willow, fir) 
along the southern, upper border of the property. According to the tribe the system is being upgraded to 
provide improve irrigation and fire protection. 

Although there are informal camping sites directly across the river, to the north, there was no litter 
or sign of dumping of waste along the river bank. A few plastic buckets, barrels, and hoses 
associated with the irrigation system are next to both water tanks. There was no evidence of 
chemical, household hazardous, or other toxic waste anywhere on the site. The property is very 
clean, as a result of regular patrols and cleanups by tribal staff. There are 2 drainages entering the 
property and flowing to the Eel River, both from south to north. One is a ditch on the western 
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boundary, the other is a seasonal creek separating the western 1/3 from the eastern portion. There is 
a gravel road with a culvert crossing the creek, in the southern-middle portion. The entrance to the 
property is through the gate on the fence along Eel River Road, the south eastern border. There is 
no other vehicle access point. There were 3 dogs seen in the riparian area along the river; they did 
not have collars but did not appear feral. Presumedly they roam from neighboring properties. There 
are 2 access to the river, the western near the west property line; this once allowed vehicle access 
to the river/beach. The eastern access is near the NE corner; this was a trail to the river, which is 
deep at this spot with no beach at present. According to the PVT (personal communication, 2019) 
both accesses are maintained annually; they are beginning to get overgrown on this date. 

The site was the northeast portion of the former Louisiana Pacific Mill Site. This mill site has been 
closed and the subject of several studies, cleanups, and monitoring programs. The following is an 
account of the environmental history of the site: 

4.2 Former Potter Valley Mill (from SHN, 2006) 

An environmental overview was provided by Robert Simpson (President, SMTF), and obtained 
from existing regulatory file information and previous SHN reports (SHN, 1993 and 1997). The 
entire flat area (100 ± acres) adjacent to the main stem Eel River, including the ER14 parcel, was 
used as a sawmill for 50 years (it closed in 1989). During that period, pentachlorophenol (PCP), 
hydraulic fluid, diesel, gasoline, boiler ash, and grease and oil were part of the daily operations. 
The use of these materials or creation thereof (boiler ash) led to the contamination of a small 
portion of the overall property. Louisiana-Pacific Corporation (LP) has since paid more than $1.2 
million to remove and appropriately dispose of the contaminated soil, and for the construction and 
monitoring of 14 groundwater-monitoring wells. As a result of LP's cleanup efforts, the known 
impacts to soil and groundwater within this former mill facility have been reduced considerably. 

The environmental history of the former mill facility is as follows: 
. NCRWQCB notified LP of waste discharge violation; July 1986 

• LP submitted violation response to RWQCB; August 1986 

• 14 monitoring wells installed on property; 1986 thru 2001 

• Contamination pin-pointed to specific locations on property within a perimeter of 
approximately 10 acres 

• RWQCB issued order to discontinue discharging PCP and to submit a work plan to clean up contaminated 
groundwater, surface water, and soil at the property; October 1987 

• Other contaminants found on site consisted of petroleum hydrocarbons, such as hydraulic fluid and diesel fuel 
• More than 3,000 cubic yards of material were removed and disposed of at a Class 1 hazardous waste disposal 

site 
• 215 soil samples were collected by SHN for laboratory analysis; 1989 to 1997 

• An additional 5,129 tons of PCP-contaminated soils were properly disposed of offsite; 1999 

• Log pond was filled in with approximately 120,000 cubic yards of clean sand, gravel, and woody debris; 1986 

• Approximately 7,000 cubic yards of non-hazardous wood fired boiler ash identified on the property; 1989 

• 2006 Groundwater monitoring well sample results indicate reduced levels of contaminants exist on the eastern 
portion 

• 2014 Deed restriction on residential use of eastern 14.7-acre portion removed 
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There was a restriction placed on the 1989 Grant Deed on residential use of the property (see EA 
Appendix: 2002 PG&E Letter), until the property was cleared by the North Coast Regional Water 
Control Board (NCRWQCB). This would certify that the groundwater contamination had been cleared up 
and the site was suitable for residential use. The property owner received a letter that no more 
environmental investigation was required (see 2006 NCRWQCB Letter). The Potter Valley Tribe began 
escrow on the property in 2014; closing was contingent on this clearance and removal of the deed 
restriction from the previous owner (PG&E); the letter is attached to this report. The letter stated (PG&E, 
2014): 

In light of the restored conditions of the Property, which are hereby acknowledged, PG&E does hereby 
Release the Property from the following restrictions: 

"Because of the historical use, hereinbefore described, of said real property, the future use of any said real 
property shall be limited to a sawmill or other commercial or industrial purpose. In no event shall said real 
property, or any portion thereof, be used for residential housing, hospital, nursing home, daycare center, 
agricultural uses, or other similar purpose, except for forest products, unless clearances are obtained from 
the appropriate local, state, or federal regulatory agencies; e.g. Regional Water Quality Control Board and 
State of California Department of Health Services." 

PG&E hereby releases the Property from the above restrictions and provides that the successors and assigns of 
the Louisiana Pacific corporation shall be free from this covenant, which shall no longer run with the said real 
Property. 

PG&E understands and agrees that this instrument shall be governed by the laws of the State of California and 
that venue for any action to enforce the provisions of this instrument shall be Mendocino County. 

Asbestos Deposits 
Mendocino County has many serpentine rock outcrops, which can contain fibrous asbestos. Although 
several such outcrops occur in the hills around Potter Valley, there are none within 1/4  mile of the site. 

References: 

NCRWQCB. (2006). California Regional Water Quality Control Board - North Coast Region. Response to Comments 
Regarding the Snow Mountain Tree Farm, Inc., Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, and Request for Nor (sic) 
Further Action Letter, and, Amended Phase lEnvironmental Site Assessment, Snow Mountain Tree Farm, Inc., 17200 Eel 
River Road, Potter Valley, CA. April 6, 2006. 

PG&E. (2014). Release of Deed Restriction, 17200 Eel River Road, Potter Valley, Mendocino County, Ca. (APN 171-200-
13,15 and 171-210-12). Recorded at San Francisco, 7-21-14. 

SHN. (2006). Amended Phase I Environmental Site Assessment: Snow Mountain Tree Farm, 17200 Eel River Rd, Potter 
Valley, Mendocino, Ca. SHN Consulting Engineers & Geologists, Eureka, Ca. Tribal Records, Ukiah, Ca. 
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Attachment B. 	Aerial photograph ER 14 Property (Google Earth, 7/2/2018) 

Attachment C. 	Parcel Photographs (4/19/2019): See Appendix: Phase I Contam Survey - 
Pictures 

Attachment D. 	Map(s) showing potential contamination sites, if applicable. 

No potential contamination sites were observed; the property is very clean with access restricted to tribal 
personnel through a locked gate. Unregulated camping does occur in the summer on Pacific Gas & 
Electric land across the river to the north and east. The Potter Valley Tribe Environmental Department is 
a co-sponsor of the Annual Eel River Cleanup, and regularly patrols the property. Additional land to be 
acquired by the PVT is located northeast, across the river, with the Eel River Road serving as the 
southern border. This property is also to be patrolled regularly, with the ER14 site for serve as the base 
for future management of 890± acres of forested watershed lands. 
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